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When your well opera-
tion calls for inflatable pack-
ers, swellable packers, or
other associated downhole
products and services, you
can turn to an independent-
ly owned, Houston-based
company for everything you
need—TAM International.
Since 1968 TAM has set
standards in inflatable pack-
ers and, more recently, in
swellable packers, offering
efficient and economical
options for conventional
interventions. These highly
flexible tool systems are
also available for a broad
range of applications where
conventional packers and
operations are ineffective.
This 47-year-old company
operates a state-of-the-art
manufacturing facility in
northwest Houston that in-
cludes 126,000 square feet
of manufacturing space
and 17,000 square feet of
office space. The manu-
facturing space includes a
10-ton capacity overhead
bridge crane. It is equipped
for manufacturing large
inflatable packers up to
30 inches in diameter and
large swellable packers up
to 45 feet long. The com-
pany’s 26-acre site is located
at the intersection of U.S.
Highway 290 and Pinemont
Drive.
The facility, completed in
2013, obtained a Leadership
in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design (LEED) Silver
certification. This certifica-
tion attests that building
owners and operators have
identified and implemented
practical and measurable
green building design, con-
struction, operation, and
maintenance solutions.
Themanufacturing facility
is the third TAM property
located in northwest Hous-

TAM International—providing downhole solutions for 47 years
ton, joining the existing
administrative/technology
center and the sales/market-
ing building.
TAMmaintains more than
60 support locations, includ-
ing U.S. regional offices in
Midland, Texas, and Den-

ver, Colorado. TAM is
focused on defining and
implementing inflatable and
swellable packer solutions
for drilling and comple-
tions, well interventions,
unconventional resources,
and reservoir optimization.

TAM’s core values of
safety, integrity, profitabil-
ity, and teamwork are the
foundation upon which this
successful company is built.
TAM’s focus on innova-
tive solutions, continuous
improvement, exceptional

people, and superior per-
formance guides them in
their mission – to be the
best inflatable and swellable
packer company.
The Permian Basin loca-
tion is operated by Regional
Manager Tom O’Grady,
along with Ken Newton and
B. A. Perryman, who lead a
highly trained and experi-

TAM International’s state-of-the-art, global manufacturing facility in northwest
Houston was completed in 2013. The building is a total of 143,000 square feet
in size and sits on a 26-acre lot. To contact TAM’s Permian Basin office, call
432-250-6024.

enced support staff.

TAM International, head-
quartered in Houston, has
been in business since 1967.
In the Permian Basin, call
432-250-6024 and talk to
TomO’Grady, Ken Newton,
or B. A. Perryman. Their
web address is www.tamintl.
com.

Omaha co-op turns leftover cooking oil into usable fuel 
By Russell Hubbard

Omaha World-Herald

OMAHA, Neb. — Pat Rupp runs the 
fi sh fries at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church in Gretna, and found himself with 
a 300-gallon problem.

The church puts on six fi sh fries a 
year, a major fundraising effort. Rupp, a 
Knights of Columbus volunteer, said he 
and his kitchen crew often serve 1,000 
people per event.

The fried goodies come with a byprod-
uct: used cooking oil. About 50 gallons of 
it per event. Rupp has tried holding tanks 
and haul-away services (smelly), and even 
had someone advise him to barrel it up 
himself and haul it up the road to a busy 
restaurant for recycling (time-consuming).

Just in time for this year’s Lenten sea-
son, a savior appeared: the Omaha Biofu-
els Cooperative, which is collecting used 
cooking oil from many area churches. The 
group places collection barrels out back 
free of charge and picks up the used oil 
the next day.

“They took a big-time problem off my 
hands,” Rupp tells the Omaha World-
Herald.

And what happens next is the cool part: 
Co-op members make motor fuel out of 
the used cooking oil. The co-op has a 
production facility in an industrial park 
in South Omaha, where the used oil is 
cleaned up and made suitable for use in 
powering the motor vehicles owned by the 
co-op members. Any diesel car or truck 
made after 1996 can use the fuel without 

modifi cation, the group says.
Along with churches, Omaha Biofuels 

has secured agreements with many area 
restaurants to collect their used vegetable 
oil. Partners include Dario’s Brasserie, the 
Grey Plume and Culprit Cafe and Bakery.

The oil has a small resale value that the 
restaurants are forgoing, but it doesn’t 
amount to much, co-op co-founder and 
president Eric Williams said. He said the 
restaurants seem to be happy to contrib-
ute to small-scale, local renewable fuel 
production; co-op members also patronize 
the restaurants, he said.

In addition, the co-op supplies recycled 
vegetable oil to the passenger train at the 
Henry Doorly Zoo. It runs on a blend of 
vegetable oil and petroleum fuel.

The zoo’s biodiesel comes from conces-
sion stand fryers, according to ZooPrints, 
the zoo’s in-house magazine.

“Any remaining oil sludge is recycled,” 
ZooPrints said. The benefi ts of turning 
waste cooking oil into fuel extend well be-
yond cost savings by preventing harmful 
liquid waste from contaminating ground-
water supplies.” Omaha Biofuels converts 
the waste oil into biodiesel for the train.

The Omaha Biofuels Cooperative oper-
ates in a hands-on manner. It is a nonprof-
it, and there is no fuel for sale. Rather, if 
you want it, you have to pitch in and work 
for it, helping with collection or convert-
ing the used oil into fuel.

Williams said the co-op has 150 people 
on its mailing list, but only about a dozen 
active members. A big draw for some is a 
craftsman-like pride in creating their own 

vehicle fuel.
“I have always been into do-it-yourself 

fuels,” co-op member Mike Kros said. “It 
just feels good to know you are yourself 
producing what goes into your own fuel 
tank.”

Kros said the fuel the co-op creates is 
less polluting and results in far less engine 
wear than traditional diesel. But Kros 
doesn’t have anything against petroleum 
and, like other co-op members, realizes 
the world can’t be run on leftover french 
fry oil.

“But it does make sense to conserve 
what we have,” said Kros, an Omaha 
architect who was also in on the group’s 
founding.

The co-op was started in 2008 after 
Williams and twin brother Scott joined 
online forums where Volkswagen vehicle 
owners congregate. Personal fuel pro-
duction is a popular hobby among some 
Volkswagen diesel engine enthusiasts, and 
the Williams brothers got involved. At the 
same time, they were becoming aware of 
Nebraska’s growing production of corn 
ethanol, another renewable fuel.

“I hadn’t previously realized that Ne-
braska was in the center of the emerging 
biofuels production movement, and that 
biofuels can be made on a small scale,” 
said Eric Williams, a civil engineer who 
works for the Papio-Missouri River Natu-
ral Resources District planning bicycle 
and pedestrian trails and urban stormwater 
projects.

Soon after, about 10 people joined the 
group. Everyone contributed a few dollars 

to get the equipment, and a producer/con-
sumer fuel license was obtained from the 
Nebraska Department of Revenue.

“That means that members of the co-op 
work together to produce fuel and are 
entitled to use that fuel in their vehicles,” 
Williams said.

Getting used cooking oil into shape for 
motor vehicles involves fi ltering out par-
ticles and heating the oil to remove water, 
burned oil and heavy waxes. A key part is 
called “transesterifi cation,” a process that 
rearranges the fat molecules in the oil. It’s 
all done in steel vats that employ heat and 
chemical reactions to get the job done.

The fi nished fuel contains no sulfur and 
burns clean, with lower particle emissions 
than traditional fuels, said Scott Williams, 
who works as an academic adviser for the 
NorthStar Foundation, a nonprofi t after-
school program.

The biodiesel produced from waste 
vegetable oil has the exact same energy 
content as petroleum diesel, he said.

“People now want to be more involved 
with what is going on in their lives,” Scott 
Williams said. “We think this ties in very 
closely with the local food movement, the 
microbrews and all of that sort of thing 
that gets people participating in what they 
eat, drink and put in their vehicles.”

The Williams twins said no one in 
the group has any delusions about how 
much biodiesel from used cooking oil can 
contribute to the world’s energy demand. 
As it is, the co-op is produced a couple of 
thousand gallons last year and is aiming 
for about 15,000 gallons this year.
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