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When completing a
new well or stimulating an
old well, whether open or
cased hole, it is necessary
to isolate the zones in the
wellbore in order to make
sure fluids are concentrated
where they’re needed.
Houston-based TAM
International’s PosiFrac®
Straddle System makes this
process fast and efficient.
PosiFrac is a multi-set

inflatable straddle packer
system that can accommo-
date a broad array of well
conditions and hole sizes.
It is useful in acidizing,
swab testing, well testing,
fracturing and stimulation
of multiple intervals in a
single run.
It consists of an upper

packer with a multi-set
setting mechanism and an
externally inflated lower
packer, which is con-
nected to the system with a
spacer pipe and an inflation
line. The tool isolates the
interval between upper and
lower packers, allowing a
wide range of applications.
Depending on the configu-
ration of the tool, it can be
run on a variety of work
strings in vertical, deviat-
ed, or horizontal wellbores,
and it can be set in cased

TAM International’s PosiFrac® Straddle System is versatile, reliable, durable

or open hole conditions.
The tool is operated

by generating differential
pressure in favor of the
work string to inflate both
upper and lower packers
simultaneously. Once they
are set, fluid can then flow
through the ID of the tool
to stimulate the isolated
zone between the packers.
Accessories can be run to
prevent fluid loss in low
fluid level wells.
PosiFrac’s separate

sealing elements allow for
spacing of packers in order
to accommodate specific

well and/or treatment inter-
val levels. Its two elements
inflate simultaneously for
time efficiency.
The standard configura-

tion is rated for a maxi-
mum working pressure of
4,000 psi and a maximum
working temperature of
250° F (121°C). It can be
deployed on jointed or
coiled tubing. PosiFrac
can straddle customizable
lengths in the well bore,
which isolates the stimula-
tion in the most productive
zones.
All this adds up to

some major benefits. The
tool’s multi-set capability,
including the ability to be
set within open perfora-
tions, saves time (and
therefore money). The
TAM Fluid Control Valve
can be used to retain the
stimulation fluid in the
work string while mov-
ing between intervals
in the wellbore, further
saving time and fluid. It
reduces the risk of fractur-
ing adjacent zones and
conserves water usage. The
Insta-Set® Valve option is
designed for sand frac op-

erations without dropping
balls saving time and water
usage.
The setting mechanism

offers multiple options to
fit various downhole ap-
plications, including sand
frac, acid frac, and matrix
acid stimulation, along
with testing programs. The
Auto Piston Kit mecha-
nism uses a piston instead
of balls, making it perfect
for horizontal applications.
This versatile tool is

just what is needed to

TAM International’s Posifrac Straddle System is a flexible and reliable system
for isolating zones in the wellbore. Call TAM at 432-250-6024 to learn more.

speed completions and
reduce their costs. Talk
to TAM International this
week and get the whole
story.

TAM International,
headquartered in Hous-
ton, has been in business
since 1967. In the Permian
Basin, call 432-250-6024
and talk to Tom O’Grady,
Ken Newton, or B. A. Per-
ryman. Their web address
is www.tamintl.com.

By Jonathan Fahey
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. should 
immediately begin a push to exploit its 
enormous trove of oil in the Arctic waters 
off of Alaska, or risk a renewed reliance 
on imported oil in the future, an Energy 
Department advisory council says in a 
study released Friday. 

The U.S. has drastically cut imports and 
transformed itself into the world’s biggest 
producer of oil and natural gas by tapping 
huge reserves in shale rock formations. 
But the government predicts that the shale 
boom won’t last much beyond the next 
decade.

In order for the U.S. to keep domestic 
production high and imports low, oil com-
panies should start probing the Artic now 
because it takes 10 to 30 years of prepara-
tion and drilling to bring oil to market, 
according to a draft of the study’s executive 
summary obtained by the Associated Press. 

“To remain globally competitive and 
to be positioned to provide global lead-
ership and infl uence in the Arctic, the 
U.S. should facilitate exploration in the 
offshore Alaskan Arctic now,” the study’s 
authors wrote. 

The study, produced by the National Pe-
troleum Council at the request of Energy 
Secretary Ernest Moniz, comes at a time 

when many argue the world needs less oil, 
not more. U.S. oil storage facilities are 
fi lling up, the price of oil has collapsed 
from over $100 a barrel to around $50, 
and prices are expected to stay relatively 
low for years to come. At the same time, 
scientists say the world needs to drasti-
cally reduce the amount of fossil fuels it 
is burning in order to avoid catastrophic 
changes to the earth’s climate. 

The push to make the Arctic waters 
off of Alaska more accessible to drillers 
comes just as Royal Dutch Shell is poised 
to restart its troubled drilling program 
there. The company has little to show after 
spending years and more than $5 billion 
preparing for work, waiting for regulatory 
approval, and early-stage drilling. After 
assuring regulators it was prepared for 
the harsh conditions, one of its drill ships 
ran aground in heavy seas near Kodiak 
Island in 2012. Its drilling contractor, 
Noble Drilling, was convicted of violating 
environmental and safety rules. 

Environmental advocates say the Arctic 
ecosystem is too fragile to risk a spill, and 
cleanup would be diffi cult or perhaps even 

impossible because of weather and ice.
“If there’s a worse place to look for 

oil, I don’t know what it is,” said Niel 
Lawrence, Alaska director for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. “There aren’t 
any proven effective ways of cleaning up 
an oil spill in the Arctic.”

But global demand for oil, which affects 
prices of gasoline, diesel and other fuels 
everywhere, is expected to rise steadily in 
the coming decades — even as alternative 
energy use blossoms — because hundreds 
of millions of people are rising from 
poverty in developing regions and buying 
more cars, shipping more goods, and fl y-
ing in airplanes more often.

In order to meet that demand and keep 
prices from soaring, new sources of oil 
must be developed, the council argues. 
The Arctic is among the biggest such 
sources in the world and in the U.S. 

The Arctic holds about a quarter of 
the world’s undiscovered conventional 
oil and gas deposits, geologists estimate. 
While the Russian Arctic has the biggest 
share of oil and gas together, the U.S. and 
Russia are thought to have about the same 

amount of crude oil — 35 billion barrels. 
That’s about 5 years’ worth of U.S. con-
sumption and 15 years of U.S. imports. 

The council’s study acknowledges a 
host of special challenges to drilling in the 
Arctic, including the sensitive environ-
ment, the need to respect the customs and 
traditions of indigenous peoples living 
there, harsh weather and sea ice. 

But the council, which is made up of 
energy company executives, government 
offi cials, analysis fi rms and nonprofi t or-
ganizations, says the technology and tech-
niques needed to operate in the region are 
available now, and the industry can safely 
operate there. The report contends the in-
dustry has developed improved equipment 
and procedures to prevent a spill and clean 
up quickly if one occurs.

The council makes a number of sug-
gestions designed to make U.S. Arctic 
development more feasible. They include 
holding regular sales of drilling rights, 
extending the amount of time drillers are 
allowed to work each year, and doing 
more scientifi c studies of the wildlife in 
the region to ensure it is disturbed as little 
as possible.  

“It’s important to have good information 
to make these decisions,” says Jason Bor-
doff, director of Columbia University’s 
Global Energy Policy. “We need to make 
sure we’re doing this in the right way.”

Oil council: Shale won’t last; Arctic drilling needed now 
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